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Les actes de silence a la lumiére de la théorie
desactes de langage®

Abstract

Pragmatics’ interests are no longer limited to purely linguistic
issues; It is also a way to fully open up, universally, to all kinds
of speech, whether linguistic or non-verbal; as long as this or that
communication is related to the practical level at which words

become an achievable /accomplished acts which produce effects that
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are perlocutionary according to the requirements of evaluative and
comparative evidence, as established by the founders of the theory
(J.L. Austin, J.R. Searle, P.H. Grice,...). We consider the findings of
the researcher and linguist Vanda Miksi¢ in the field of linguistics
interesting and attractive, for she tried to establish the principles of
the theory of linguistic acts through acts of silence, pointing out -in
an unspoken way- that what is true of linguistic acts is perfectly true
of acts of silence; because these acts, too, consist of Illocutionary
Force and Proposed Content, but she sought to distinguish between
two kinds of silence: «Linguistic silence” and «non-verbal silence”
which is equivalent to the natural/innate silence. Her focus was on

the first silence because of these below considerations:

a (its intrinsic place in theory as a whole - if we make the act of

silence completely counter to the verbs of linguistic action- first ;

b) but also because it represents a new addition -in the absence of
such serious and sober approaches- as it contributes in one way
or another to the development and enrichment of the vast field of
linguistic deliberation in general and the theory of linguistic acts in

particular at its three levels.

Keywords: Speech Acts Theory, Speech Act, Non-Linguistic Act,

Acts of Silence, Locutionary Act.
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