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The Structure of Advertising Texts in Professional
Workshop Signs: Al-Sina'a Street as a Case Study

Assist. Prof. Dr. Zahraa Ahmed Khudhair

Imam Al-Kadhim University College for Islamic Sciences
Abstract

This study aims to investigate the development of the
textual structure of advertising signs used by professional
workshops on Al-Sinai Street in Baghdad, one of the city's
most prominent professional clusters and a clear reflection
of the transformation of the trade from traditional practices
to modern professionalism. The study adopts a content-
analysis approach to examine a sample of workshop signs
along Al-Sinai Street, with the aim of identifying the
linguistic and visual transformations that have shaped the
advertising discourse of these signs.

The findings indicate that the sign has transcended its
traditional function as merely a means of identifying a
location and has evolved into a direct marketing and
persuasive tool. This development is manifested in three
major transformations evident in contemporary workshop
signs. First, semantic transformations are reflected in the
shift from colloquial or popular names to professional
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names that convey notions of trustworthiness, reliability,
and specialization. Second, functional transformations are
evident in the abandonment of general descriptions of
services and the increasing emphasis on a specific
specialization or technology, such as computer
programming and computerized vehicle diagnostics, in
order to establish a professional reputation. Third, visual
transformations are demonstrated by the transition from
traditional sign designs to the use of modern design
techniques, meaningful colors, and icons that evoke
strength, Durability, and technology.

The study concludes that the sign has now become the
workshop's primary interface and, more significantly, a
comprehensive marketing text that reflects the level of the
workshop's professionalism and directly and decisively
influences customers’ decisions when choosing a service
provider.

Keywords: Structure, advertising text, workshop signs.
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