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Abstract:

This study investigates the phenomenon of phonetic mukhalafa
(contrast) in the Diwan of the Sufi poet “Alt Wafa (d. 807 AH),
considering it a phonological principle that operates in opposition
to assimilation by promoting divergence between sounds rather
than convergence. The researcher examined five types of
mukhalafa: progressive, regressive, quantitative, deletion, and
substitution, using multiple poetic examples from his diwan. The
study demonstrates that this phenomenon contributes to the
phonological balance of the Arabic language, facilitates
pronunciation, and aids in distinguishing meanings. It also
highlights the articulatory and mental effort exerted by the
Arabic language in adopting mukhalafa to preserve both phonetic
clarity and semantic integrity. The analysis is grounded in both
modern phonetic theory and classical Arabic linguistic tradition
Keywords: Dissimilation, Phonetic Balance, Phonetic Variation,
Phonetic Contrast.
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